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Chronology 


John Worthington Mansfield born in Norwich, 
Connecticut, the first of two children of 
James Valentine and Mary Hopkinson Mansfield. 


Family moved to Chelsea, Massachusetts, where 
they lived at 153 Chestnut Street. 


John produced small watercolors and oil 
paintings of flowers and birds. 


The young artist painted his first portrait, 
a Civil War officer. 


Sixteen-year-old Mansfield joined the Union 
Army and was stationed in the Headquarters 
Division, 3rd Brigade, 3rd Division of the 
24th Army Corps at Chapin's Farm in Virginia. 


A civilian again, lived at home with his 
family. 


Traveled to New York City in the fall to 
inguire about art schools. 


Entered the National Academy of Design for 
One semester. 


Completed two Civil War sketchbooks entitled 


A Trip to the "Army of the James"; Illus- 
trated for Mrs. Jesse J. Underhill of Chelsea. 


Enrolled for another semester at the National 
Academy of Design. Lived at 158 East 14th 
Street. 


Designed a monogram which he used to sign his 
paintings: the first two digits of a year 
preceded his entwined initials, and the last 
two digits followed. 


Corresponded with the United States De- 


partment of Agriculture regarding a recipe 
for hair tonic which he sent to Washington. 
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1871, June 17 


1872, March 3l 


1872, April 4 


1872, June/July 


i872; October ap 


1873, February 3 


1873, March 19 


1873, May 10 


1873, May 28 


1873, October 
1873, December 


1874, April 


Sailed from New York City on the Donau to 
study painting in Europe; visited Germany, 
Austria, and Italy. 


Arrived in Paris with little money. 


Became a student of Bonnat for several months 
in the mornings. 


Attended drawing class of Evoir at the Ecole 
des Beaux Arts (hereinafter referred to as 
the Ecole) in the afternoons. 


Admitted as a student in the Ecole du Soir 
(evening school). Studied for exams to attend 
the Ecole on a regular basis. 


Became very ill with bilious attacks and 
moved in with fellow artists, James Simpson 
and William F. Buchanan, who cared for him. 
Later in the month Mansfield resumed classes 
at the Atelier Bonnat, studied at the Louvre, 
and took more exams for the Ecole. 


Failed entrance exams for the Ecole; only 
seventy students were accepted out of 300 
applicants. 


Visited London's museums, galleries, and 
historic sights with Simpson and Buchanan. 


Sailed on the Egypt from Liverpool, England, 
to New York City. During the summer months 
he spent some time in Rumney, New Hampshire, 
at "Maplewood", the Quincy family's summer 
estate. | 


Returned to Paris and lived on the Left Bank 
at 81 boulevard Montparnasse. 


Enrolled as a full-time student of Pils, the 
battle painter. 


Moved back to Montmartre, 85 rue de Dunkerque 
and sought work to finance further study. 
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April 
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Spent two months in Paris and the 
Fontainbleu Forest painting and 
sketching. 


Studied at the Atelier Bonnat for the 
entire year. 


Left Paris for Auvers, where he spent 
the summer; experimented with etching 
needles purchased in Paris. 


Attended the Atelier Bonnat for 10 
francs per month. 


Sailed from London to New York City on 
the S.S. France. 


Lived with his family at 361 Sixth Avenue, 
New York City. 


Exhibited three paintings (now unlocated) 
at the National Academy of Design: "In 
the Valley of the Oise", "Wood Path in 
November", and "Valley of the Oise”. 

Also exhibited there in the spring of the 
following three years. 


Lived in Salem, Vermont, and did a series 
of sketches of the village inn. 


Painted at the Quincy estate in New 
Hampshire. | 


Painted in the Adirondacks, New York, 
during December, January, and February. 


Painted in North Woodstock, New Hampshire. 
Participated in the Boston Art Club Exhi- 
bition. Mansfield's "Forest Road, 


Vermont" received a favorable review. 


Enrolled in a botany course at the 
College of Pharmacy, City of New York. 


Exhibited in the Philadelphia Society of 


a6 





1882, 


1882, 


1883, 
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1887, 


January/December 


August 13 


January/November 


November 22 


July/August 


May 7 


December 5 


November 


Artists 3rd Annual Exhibit, and in the 
Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts Special 
Exhibition; his "Cumulus in Keene Valley, 
Adirondacks" was illustrated in the cata- 
logue of the latter exhibit and offered 
for sale for $350. 


Mansfield's prints were included in exhi- 
bitions held at the New York Etching Club, 
The Boston Art Club, the Society of Ameri- 
can Artists, and the Philadelphia Society 
of Etchers. In the spring of the year he 
produced a remarkable etching of Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow. 


Married Helen Grant of New York City, and 
they lived in Woodville, New York. Their 
two daughters, Ouina and Beatrice Mansfield 
Joslyn, were born on 15 November 1888 and 

4 March 1899 respectively. 


Initiated, organized, wrote the catalogue, 
and hung an exhibit of Old Master Copies 
at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, for 
their 8th Semi-Annual Loan Exhibition. 


Lived at 100 West 56th Street in New York 
City. Suggested the founding of a military 
museum. 


Painted on the shores of Lake Ontario and 
spent the summer in Woodville. 


Moved to Boston and purchased a large easel 
and paint table. Taught oil painting and 
watercolor for several years at the New 
England Conservatory of Fine Arts in 
Boston. 


Lived at 11 Marlboro Street, Chelsea. 
Corresponded with Henry Cabot Lodge re- 
garding the need to preserve historical 
military relics for the use of future 
American military painters. 


Moved with his family to Brown Street, 
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1888 


1894 


1896 


1904, August 


1905-1909 
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1914 


1914-1933, June 9 


Ipswich, Massachusetts; moved to Candlewood 
Road (now number 44) the following year. 


Started the art department at Jordan Marsh in 
Boston. 


Painted miniatures for Shreve, Crump & Low in 
Boston. 


Negotiated with a descendant of Governor John 
Winthrop, Jr., to make a copy of his portrait 
which he then presented to the Ipswich Histori- 
cal Society. 


Painted views of Niagara Falls on site and at 
his home. 


Painted landscapes, horses, and dogs for wealthy 
North Shore families. 


Produced paintings on glass for clock faces and 
mirrors. 


Exhibited watercolors at the Malden Public 
Library. Subject matter included views of 
Ipswich, Plum Island, the Essex marshes, and 
the Adirondacks. 


Produced hundreds of small sketches and 
watercolors of local scenes before his death at 
his home in Ipswich. 
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Partial Checklist of Exhibition 


Unless otherwise noted, all works of art are in 
the collection of the Lewis G. Joslyn family. 


Unidentified Civil War Field Officer of Infantry, 1867, unsigned, 
oil on academy board, 8% x 6 inches. 


Still Life with Books and Artists’ Tools, 1874, unsigned, oil on 
mahogany panel, 1737/8 x 22 inches. 


Lady Gathering Flowers, 1876, signed: "J.W. Mansfield", oil on 
canvas, 24 x 20 inches. Collection of Frederic A. Sharf. 


Adirondack Winter Scene with Indian, 1878, unsigned, oil on 
canvas, 31% x 22% inches. 


After the Storm - Adirondack Winter, 1878, artist's monogram 
and date in lower right-hand corner, oil on canvas, 40 x 30 inches. 


Adirondack House and Log Bridge, 1878, signed: "J.W. Mansfield" 
and dated, oil on canvas, 20 x 26 inches. 


Self-portrait, 1879, signed: "John Worthington Mansfield" and 
dated, charcoal on paper, 313/4 x 23% inches. Deposited at the 
Essex Institute by the Joslyn family. 


Farewell Rock, New Hampshire, 1880, signed: "J.W. Mansfield", oil 
on canvas, 16 x 22 inches. 


Lake Ontario, 1884, unsigned, oil on academy board, 16 x 22 inches. 


Self-portrait as a Knight, 1885, signed: "J. Worthington 
Mansfield", oil on canvas, 24 x 20 inches. 


Still Life with Violin, Sheet Music, and Roses, c. 1885, un- 
signed, oil on canvas, 133/4 x 39°/4 inches. 


Tree with Hog Island in Background, c. 1890, unsigned, oil on 
canvas, 16 x 22 inches. 


Decaying Willow Stump, c. 1890, unsigned, oil on academy board, 
9% x 12% inches. 


Haystacks Near Hog Island in Essex, c. 1890, unsigned, oil on 
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academy board, 8 x 124% inches. 


Haystacks on the Essex Marshes, c. 1890, unsigned, oil on 
academy board, 9% x 12% inches. 


Beatrice Mansfield as a Child, c. 1900, unsigned, oil on canvas, 
21-x: 17 inches. 


Niagara Falls with Suspension Bridge, 1905-1906, signed on re- 
verse with monogram and full signature on canvas and stretcher, 
oil on canvas, 44 x 30 inches. 


Rainbow Over Niagara Falls, 1905-1906, unsigned, oil on canvas, 
44 x 30 inches. 


Rock of Ages at Niagara Falls, 1905, signed: "J.W. Mansfield", 
oil on canvas, 44 x 30 inches. 


A Fox Hunt, 1907, signed: "John W. Mansfield" with monogram on 
canvas,18% x 24% inches. 


Two Civil War sketchbooks entitled A Trip to the "Army of the 
James"; Illustrated, Vols. 1 and 2, 53/4 x 9 inches. 


Sketchbook, covered in blue cloth and signed on cover: "John W. 
Mansfield/Chelsea/Mass. (153 Chestnut St.), 53/4 x 9 inches. 


Sketchbook, "Book of Military Scraps by John W. Mansfield", 
8 x 5 inches. 
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